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•• Application/Control Number: 10/621,268 Page 1 

Art Unit: 2857 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 . Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
unpatentable over Herz (U.S. Patent No. 6,029,195). 

With respect to claims land 16, Herz teaches in a computer system, a 
method for providing recommendations of items to a user, the method 
comprising: 

evaluating the items in accordance with sets of parameters (see col. 13, 
lines 8-29 and col. 31 , lines 21-41); 

recommending selected items to a user based on the evaluation of the 
items (see col. 7, lines 19-51) ; 

receiving from the user feedback regarding the recommendations (see col. 
18, lines 9-28); and 

adjusting the sets of parameters based on the feedback (see col. 18 line 
54 to col. 19 line 7and col. 22, lines 14-58). 
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With respect to claims. 2 and 17, Herz further teaches that the feedback 
from the user is in the form of user ratings of the recommendations (see col. 22 
line 59 to col. 23 line 10). 

With respect to claims 3 and 1 8, Herz further teaches that the evaluation 
of the items includes determining affinity values for the items (see col. 8, lines 32- 
47). 

With respect to claims 4, 1 1 , 19, 24 and 27, Herz further teaches that a 
genetic algorithm is utilized for adjusting the sets of parameters (see col. 22, 
lines 14-28 and col. 23, lines 48-59). 

With respect to claim 5, Herz further teaches that other items that have 
been selected by the user as favorites are utilized as references for the 
evaluation of the items (see col. 19, lines 29-65). 

With respect to claims 6 and 10, Herz teaches a system (or a computer 
readable medium) for recommending items to a user, comprising: 

a recommendation factory for providing the recommendations to the user, 
the recommendations being determined based on evaluations of the items made 
in accordance with sets of parameters (see col. 7, lines 19-51 ); and 
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a performance monitor for receiving feedback from the user regarding the 
recommendations (see col. 18, lines 9-28 and col. 68, lines 22-57); 

wherein the sets of parameters are; adjusted based on the feedback from 
the user (see col. 18 line 54 to col. 19 line 7 and col. 22, lines 14-58). 

With respect to claims 7 and 14, Herz further teaches comprising an 
affinity predictor for calculating the expected affinity values of the items (see col. 
22, lines 48-58). 

With respect to claims 8 and 22, Herz further teaches that the 
recommendation factory selects items to be recommended in accordance with 
the items that have the highest expected affinity values as determined by the 
affinity predictor (see col. 19, lines 42-64). 

With respect to claims 9 and 23, Herz further teaches comprising a 
recommendation table to which the recommendation factory writes the 
recommendations, the recommendations being loaded for the user from the 
recommendation table (see col. 20, lines 49-65). 

With respect to claims 12 and 28, Herz further teaches that the genetic 
algorithm executes unworthy parameter sets based on the performance of the 
recommendations (see col. 19, lines 42-64). 
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With respect to claims 1 3 and 29, Herz further teaches that the genetic 
algorithm generates new parameter sets from the surviving population (see col. 
20, lines 32-49 and col. 30, lines 46-65). 

With respect to claims 15 and 32, Herz further teaches comprising a 
recommendation table component to which the recommendation component 
writes the recommendations, the recommendations being loaded for the; user, 
from the recommendation table component (see col. 46 line 62 to col. 47 line 47). 

With respect to claim 20, Herz teaches a system fur providing 
recommendations to a user, the system comprising: 

an affinity predictor for receiving information regarding items and 
determining affinity values for the items, the affinity values being determined 
according to sets of parameters, the affinity values being used to provide 
recommendations to the user (see col. 22, lines 48-58 and col. 30, lines 21-37); 
and 

a parameter controller for adjusting the sets of parameters in accordance 
with feedback from the user regarding the recommendations (see col. 15, lines 
13-33 and col. 22, lines 14-58). 
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With respect to claim 21, Herz further teaches comprising a performance 
monitor, which harvests recommendation performance information from the user 
(see col. 68, lines 22-57). 

With respect to claim 25, Herz teaches a computer-readable medium 
having computer-executable components for providing recommendations of 
items to a user, the computer-readable medium comprising: 

an affinity predictor component fir determining affinity values for items 
based on sets of parameters (see col. 22, lines 48-58 and col. 30, lines 21-37); 

a recommendation factory component for providing recommendations to a 
user (see col. 7, lines 19-51); and 

a performance monitor component for monitoring the performance of the 
recommendations, the performance of the recommendations being used to 
adjust the sets of parameters (see col. 18, lines 9-28 and col. 68, lines 22-57). 

With respect to claim 26, Herz further teaches comprising a parameter 
controller component which receives data from the performance monitor 
regarding the performance of the recommendations, and in response thereto 
generates sets of parameters for use by the affinity predictor (see col. 15, lines 
13-33 and col. 22, lines 14-58). 
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With respect to claim 30, Herz further teaches that after a sufficient 
number of iterations the sets of parameters settle toward optimal values (see col. 
21 line 65 to col. 22 line 13 and col. 22, lines 45-58). 

With respect to claim 31 , Herz further teaches comprising an affinity 
predictor component for calculating the expected affinity values of items (see col. 
22, lines 48-58 and col. 30, lines 21-37). 

Conclusion 
Prior Art 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Catan [U.S. Patent No. 6,758,397] describes a highly relevant information 
or process relating, to an article to which a machine-readable label device is 
attached. 

Gutta et al. [U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0066068] 
describes a system to provide a user's preference profile based on the 
preference of others. 

Thompson [U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0210661] 
describes a method of profiling, matching and optimizing performance among 
large networks of people. 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Felix Suarez, whose 
telephone number is (571) 272-2223. The examiner can normally be reached on 
weekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marc Hoff can be reached on (571) 272-2216. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306 for regular communications and for After Final communications. 
December 10, 2004 
F.S. 
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